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Al643, NN-R, photographe duced in Appendix Five. This aircraft, usually flown by Flt Lt Geoff Hitchcock, claimed the first enemy dircraft shot doyn bya Ry
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Whilst AVM Pulford’s orders were to pursue and attack the “1‘6:trf-:atl'n.,gr cnen"‘w”, as already indicated findingr
and attacking the seagoing force under the storm clouds proved almost Ilmposmble. Consequently the fome
attention remained Kota Bharu. As No. 60 Squadron’s surviving Blenheims 1e€t they were replaced by aircr
from Nos. 34 and 62 Squadrons, but these “mopping up operations”, as Wing Cdr Davis referretii to ther‘n,wem
largely ineffectual, putting crews and aircraft at great risk for little or no return. No. 8 Squadron’s operations s
the moming, for example, netted only one barge (by FO Stumm) and one aircraft as definitely destroyed, for te
loss of one aircraft, another badly damaged at Singapore whilst three of the balance of ten which returned
Kuantan were “seriously holed by small arms fire, necessitating the removal of four cylinders”.'® Injuries 5ustah?ed
by No. 8 Squadron personnel were fortunately minor, second pilots POs David Hersey and John Mercer being
slightly wounded,

Whilst Japanese anti-aircraft fire during the Hudson and Blenheim attacks had been unrelenting, the RAf

and RAAF squadrons had at least been operating without opposition from their northern airfields up to that timé
but this situation was soon to change. The British
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- the Japanese air forces began intensive attacks in order to eliminate, in the shortest poss

IndD-Ch:-Il; T:f;os;;z? iI;l ;i)rtgern Malaya, C?p-?rating at first from forward airfields specially prepa'red ifnjﬂnll;h;;
raids againgy the:British : : Y &OH? th.e airfields at Singora and Patani, they carried out a series O'rF aldsand
buildings temporari| ST torce STheir aim was co destroy aircraft on the ground and then put th,e s had
escaped th to deny them o any British aircraft which were already airborne of
the outset they met with syceess S 0
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 outside of Singapore _ 4 good reason for the primary atntli
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97 Figl ictim of turret gunner Sge R. “Scorry” Jansen on 8th December [94] in the vicinity of Kota Bhar, (courey gy |
Type 1ghter, a v .



