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Ryland and Scott began their mrip back on the 25%, the same
day that evacuation plans began to be put mto effect at Babo
which the Dutch had since decided to leave.

Some remaining Dutch personnel and the small RAAF party
were flown out by Arch Dunne during the evening of the 25*
after explosives had been set oft to render the expensive facility
unusable to the Japanese. The runway from which they took oft
was blown-up later whilst the second runway, construcnon of
which was mentioned in Forgan's letter, was presumably similarly
sabotaged agast further use,

Forgan ended the leter home, already referred to, with the
following account of the flight to Danwin:

In the first place we overloaded the oate and it was theee
chances out of four that we would not get off: We made it somehow and
took 20 minutes to ger 1,000 fi up. About i hours from Danvin we
discovered wy mlr'_ghr not have enongh juice due to fan] oversipht
of the tanks being [a] new type (self-scaling) and not so big in
ﬂ!;lrrn:s. By skilful navigarion and nnming  his engine on
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seen here on an unspecified date at RAAF Darwin. This Hudson
rwin an a patrol: that was an 17th June 1940, It remained with the squadran umili
the last flight, had been a foundation member of No. 14 Squadron in Western
{10 No. 13 Sguadron as OC '8° Flight in January 1941, {courtesy State Relerence

engines. Just mursed it along. I didn’t do too nuich dodging through the
weather ahead, just keeping it straight and level.

We came over Danvin in the dark, and up came the searchlights
Just what I didw’t want, with all the fuel gauges showing empty. | iried
keeping my head down to dodge the strong light. Eventually they went
out one by one, and I put it down as .-;m'.rh{}: as possible, As we taxied,
one engine stopped. After halting, the ground staff checkeed and found
just three gallons of fuel left - good for less than five minntes in the air™!

E. E “Ric” Robins, one of Dunne’s wireless air gunners.
identified the aircraft used on this flight as one of the new
Mk Vs, A16-123. This was flown back to Ambon from Darwiil
early next morning. The crew and aircraft remained on srandby
tor a quick take-off but were caught on the ground without
warning in a strafing actack by three enemy fighters. As a result,
whilst no personnel were injured, three Hudsons. including
A16-123, were destroyed and another damaged. Whilst, again. 3
victory for the Japanese, this tdme it came at a cost, as on¢ of the
attackers was definitely shot down, probably by an RAAF-
manned gun post. Research in more recent umes has identified
the pilot as PO1C Yoshikane Sasaki of the 3% Air Group; It h"l,d'
been Sasaki who had cluimed the destruction of Willing?
Hudson less than a week carlier.

Ryland and Scott overnighted at Koepang
flew on to Laha next day, probably after the
Ryland noting in his log book about the three Hudsons
destroyed there. Since the raid of the 152, there had been another
two more significant raids on Laha and the naval base at Halons,
ﬂ?ﬂ:hsafn?’:' the second two days later. ﬁ_lthmlgh there had bee?

ge 1o aireraft or runways on either occasion, three
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