OCPERATIONS NORTH WESTERN AREA
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connection with any  evacuation
plans and to provide cover if and
when an evacuaton eventuated, but
would develop into much more than
that. Land forces were responsible for
supphying and equipping the men on
Timor and naval forces were to
provide the means of tmnsport.

It was also agreed that in addidon
to normal supplies, amenities such as
tobacco and cigarettes would be
despatched. Although their means of
delivery are not mentioned, it s clear
that despite the lack of direction this
remained the job of the nwo Hudson
squadrons.

On 19" June Badger flew a
reconnaissance flight at 22,000 feet
over Ambon; “Puss” MeDonell
recalls that it was freezing cold in the murret at such an altirude
but warm and sunny in the Hudson's nose and cockpit (Hudsons
were neither sealed nor heated). Six ships were sighted at anchor,
but perhaps due to the engine checks the Mk Ills were then
undergoing, a follow-up attack was not mounted. Dilli, however,
was bombed in an early evening raid on 25" June, but another
strike against shipping there, detailed for three days later, was
subsequently cancelled. FO Badger and crew made an offensive
sweep of the Dilli arca the following day, but no shipping wis
sighted. On the escarpment overlooking Dilli airfield a group of
men, considered to be part of Sparrow Force, was seen. Dilli at
that time was something of an unknown quantity, defended,
according to the “Plan for Timor Force”, by only a small Japanese
force, approximately 400 men, whilst the strength of Sparrow
Force, scattered around Portugese Timor was around 500 men.
It had been reported, but not confirmed, that it was the Japanese
intention to reinforce the area, no doubt a direct result of a
successful attack on the town by Sparrow Force in May.

The continued presence of the Hudsons over Timor
remained a contributing fctor in maintaining Sparrow Force's
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morale, but just how effective the aircraft were in their
the RAAF had vet to discover. After Hudsons

high
bombing attacks
of both Nos, 2 and 13 Squadrons bombed Dilli on the nights of

1 and 2% July, word was received from Sparrow Force that 60
of the enemy had been killed. No. 13 Squadron climed the
credit from their raid on the night of the 2, but John McDonell
considered that the credit should have gone to No. 2 Squadron
for their attack the night before. McDonell recalled that Badger,
flying A16-172 in bright moonlit canditions, flew below the
scant cloud cover and dropped his four 250 b bombs in a stick.
For cach bomb dropped there was a violent explosion and the
third bomb was seen by Alan Crowe, positioned in the wirret, to
hit the building known as the “Chinese School™, which had
been occupied by the Japanese. In typical Crowe humour he later
described how the entire building rose up - intact - after the
bomb hit, and only then fell apart.
Confirmation of Badger's success came
some 10-12 years later, McDonell recalled:
Whilst living at Bombala in abeut 195374,
with the niail contracior who plied between Cavi River and the
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