captained by PO Ralph James, saw
code

two Zeros, by then given the
mme ‘Zeke', mking off from the Dilli aerodrome
An official report, later given prominence for it explanation of
enemy tactics and the Hudson crew’s excellent res onse
explained: £ :

These two Zekes attacked from below,

A starboard and port, aste
[The] first attack was from one ar i

[the[ five o’clock position below — e

TR

The loss of A16-172. Fit Lt Simon “Sim " Fraser delivered A16-172 from Richmand 1y
Daly Waters on 1st April 1942 and flew it on to Darwin the next day. He is seen herg
at the contrals in 8 photo dated 18th August 1942, Four weeks later A16-172 was
lost to enemy action in a shipping attack at Saumlaki, the chief tawn in the
Tanimbar Islands, about 300 miles north of Darvwan. Seen to crash into the sea in
flames, post-war enguiries ascertained that a light anti-aircraft gun situated on the
long jetty {seen in the second photo, taken during 1943) was most likely responsible.
{A16-172 courtesy AWM, |10 number 13076 and Saumlaki RAAF Official photo,
authar's collection)

warning came from the turret gunner. The Hudson turned from five
o'clock 1o fthe] 11 o'clock position. [The] turret gunner held off the
attack, whilst [the] side gunner wared of an approaching attack from
fthef cight o'clock position. The Hudson then reached cloud cover, dived
out of fthef cloud cover on [the] same course (north) — both Zekes siil
In sane position. Evasive tactics fwere used] until {the] next cloud fuas]
reached, stall tirmed out of [the] cloud in [a] southerly direction, then
turned sharp east and made for clowd cover over Wetar Island. Approached
this cover with [the] two Zekes in pursuit but they had fallen behind.

Entered cloud cover, stall turn to north and then encountered a third
Zeke attacking fonwvard above, Dived back into cloud, came out [the]
other side going south and observed a fourth Zeke on starboard bean.
'I.Trmm'e’ and side gunners called position of main attacks, wsing
mitercommunication, for the next 20 minutes.

Tactics used to evade attacks were to swing aircraft away from [the]
position where attack was pending so that fthe] turret gunner was give
Jull opportunity o bri ng guns to bear, forcing the enemy to artack fron
the blind spot dead astern. Port turret qun went 11/s funserviceable] affer
Jirst 15 rounds — breech lock broken. Evasive tactics continued, ft"'ji_‘f”d
of diving out of cloud, pulling up into nearest cloud cover, entering it
speed fof] 90 knots, pulling power completely off and stall turmmg 1€
either reciprocal conrse. )

Stall turning seemed to confitse Zekes as they split up, one o each
side and one above on entering cloud. By varying these turns e would



