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{ooking aft from the radio operator's position in 4

[_'I-,I T
sgaling can b seen for at least six passengors but Ken Crass rocalls that aetual
sealing was far saven-eight. The shine fram bahind the officer on the right rn:. ;JI:“' ha
fram the dinghy pnclosure it the door. The srmy personnal arg '-'.'|I’.',r|!.-.-.‘lur|';-..: uI.I-J-r“I.
identified daspila the official Australion army nowspapes Army, running o r_;,_uILI f
Jhe photo 6N behall of the author in [887. (courfesy Ken Cross) LAy d A
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AT6:88 was flawn to Amberley an 1st May 1943 for 8 240 hourly inspection, removal of the target fowing gear and fitting out as 3 passenger aircraft. On 16th Saptomber 1943
San Ldr J. MacDonald flaw it back to 4 Comm Flight after the work had been completed, Affectionately knowr as ‘Oid Blinkars:, over tha nast sevan manths it was usad
almost exclusively for the carriage of Army staff officers, particularly within Quaansiand and to destinations in New Guinea. it was damaged in a froak storm In Novembar
1343 when struck by an Ansen wihich had not been tied down, but appears ta have baen ragaired quickly, within a faw days. Itis sean here at Higgins ffeld, Cape York,
peobably an 14th March 1944, Ken Cross, wiho supplisd the ariginal prints commentsd that: “Wa used o have a lat of troubla with cowl gills on the Mk fs and (s and |
sUSpOCt very Strongly that such was the case thar day ™. Tha crew's fittar at the time, Caolin Sargeant, con ba seen by the cockpit window. fn April it was issued to No, 2
Aircraft Depot from whence it did not return. Since its repairs after the storm, A 16-84 sported this new non-standard paint job with a straight, rather than wavy, dividing ling
betwaen fop and bottam surfaces fealuring a greater han usual exposed area of Sky Blue an the gnging cowlings and fuselaga rear of the mainplana. {eourtasy Kan Cross)

A16-55 sean towards the end of its tima with No. 4 Commumication Unit It was
narmaily flown by Hugh Hewtharme's craw. Hawthorme s log book shows that he
Hove it batwaan 15t Apnl 1943 and 12th Decembar 1344, Altagether Howtherme flew
mare than 900 hiours in A16-55 fout of a tofal of more than 1.500 hours fowe in
Hudsans altogother), probably the RAAF record for individual hours on ona
particular Hudson by ana pilot. Itis interesting fo nate that if, as expocted, this
photo was takgn no later than Decombar 1944, then unit cade letiors VM, wera in
usa @ lot aarliar than officially stated (see Book One, p. 407). Allotted to Ao, 2
Aircraft Depat far a compiote averhaul in Octobar 1944, by the time AV§-55 armived
in Jenuary 1945 it had bean decidad that no further wark wauld be carrned out on it
Storad post-war far 8 ime, it was sibsaguently authorised to be written olf and as
ane of the lost seven Hudsons kald by the AAAF the airframe was later molted
down, feourtesy Hugh Hawtharma/

Joked, and, provided the propellers revolved and the machine s in the

dir and a course set — well, what else mrattered? : e
We were heading north. A thick bank of cloud fridd everything for
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many miles of the jowrmey, but when crossing the M i
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deared and revealed some remarkable and impressil
fﬂ”””}r o
This pariicufar lying-machine was el Prm{rnmf with hales where
ttabes or pipes frad once been. The piercing draights from some of these
apertures were something like being squirted with a soda -'j’}'!“'"""
Apart from narrow escapes from pueiinanid, gureryHing aiss greal.
Nobody complained. Auyhow, [ pas a guest, so far be it from me o
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sggest that Wankeers and fot=water bartles be provided. Ar timies o voice
would say “Look ot of yonr window aned e @ glimpse of Magnetic
Tsfand, " AN T conld see was the gensly swaying wing of the aircraf full
of fasanating riveis.™

"7 On the 20 advice was received that Al16-84 would no longer
be used for drogue-towing but would be putat the clispasal of Li-
Gen Sir John Lwvarack, GOC First Austrabian Ay, following the
ludson’s conversion @ communication dunes. In the meantime
Hugrh HMawthorne's log book entries indicate that he lew
Lavarack as far as Memuke in Dutch New Guinea over the
period 258" July to 3" August. Other passengers identified i a unit



